d _AjjjJLd_ i LjJjü 

The Four Imams 
and their Schools 

ABÜ HANlFA | MALIK | AL-SHAFI‘i | AHMAD 



Gibril Fouad Haddad 


Foreword by 

Sayyid YusufHashim al-Rifa ‘i 



MUSLIM ACADEMIC TRUST 




Copyright © 1428/2007 by Gabriel Fouad Haddad 


All rights resei'ved. 

This book may not be reproduced in whole or part, 
in any form or by any means, 
without the written permission of the author. 

The author wishes to thank Dr. ‘Abd al-Malik Horler for proofing 
this book and Sh. ‘Abd al-Hafidh Wentzel for indexing it. 


ISBN I 902350 09 X 
ISBN I 902350 10 3 



CONTENTS 



Dedication m 
Epigraphs v 

Teacher-Student Lineage of die Early Imams vin 
Contents ix 

author’s prefatory notes 

Chains of transmission - Main sources - Dates - Websites xv 
Abbreviations xx 

Commendation by Sayyid Yüsuf Hashim al-Rifa‘1: 

English Translation xxn 
Arabic Text xxiv 

PREFACE 1 

ABÜ HANIFA AL-NU‘MAN A 

The Pr ophe t ’ s jl, A 11 usion to Imam Abü Hanïfa 7 

Abü Hanlfa is the Only Tabi TAmong the Four Imams 8 

His Authorities and Disciples in Hadith g 

HisTrustworthy Rank in Hadith Narration 10 

His Musnad 10 

Abü Hanlfa’s Major Early Colleagues 10-26 

Abü Yüsuf-Muhammad-Zufar-Dawüd al-Ta’I-Al-TahawI 
Abü Hanlfa Innovated the Sub-Headings of Fiqh 26 
Sufyan al-Thawrl’s Awe before Abü Hanlfa 2 8 
IbnJurayj’sPraise of Abü Hanlfa 28 

Ibn al-Mubarak’s Praise and Vindication of Abü Hanlfa 28 
Ibn ‘A’isha’s Vindication of Abü Hanlfa 29 


IX 



THE FOUR IMAMS & THEIR SCHOOLS 


Imam Malik’s Praise of Abü Hanlfa 29-30 
Yahyaibn Sa‘ïd al-Qattan’s Taqlld of Abü Hanlfa 30 
Al-ShafiTs Praise of Abü Hanlfa’s Leadership in Fiqh 30 
Al-Fadl ibn Dukayn’s Praise of Abü Hanlfa 31 
Al-Dhahabï’s Praise of Abü Hanlfa 31 
Abü Hanlfa on Imitation ( Taqlid) 31-32 
His Scrupulous Godwariness and Generosity 32 
Trials of the Imam 33 

His Incessant Worship andNickname of “Pillar” 33-34 
Some Positi ons of Abü Hanlfa 34-40 

His Inference of the Time of ‘Ast from the Parable of the 
Communities 31 

On Facing the Prophet’s jl, Grave During Du‘a’ 33 
HisSupposed Objection to Tawassul (Using Tntermediaries) 34 
The Cancellation of Ablution by Laughter 36 
Abü Hanlfa’sDefinition ofSunnism 41 
His Praise ofJaTar al-Sadiq 41 
His Definition of Belief ( Iman ) 41-42 
The Sunnl Irja’ of Abü Hanlfa and His School 42-44 
“Iman neither increases nor decreases” 44-45 
The Differentiation between Islam and Iman 45-47 
Ibn Hajar’s Commentary on al-Bukharï’s Chapter-Title and 
Narration of the Hadith of Iman and Islam 48-51 
Abü Hanlfa on the Prophet’s JfeParents in Paradise 51-64 
His Precedence in Dialecdc Theology ( Kalarn ) 65 
Encounterswith the Khawarij 66 
Encounterwith the Qadanyya 67 

The Early Hanalï Imams Entered Kalarn Disputations 67 
Abü Hanïfa’s Works in Kalarn 67-76 
The Tetter to ‘Uthman al-Battï 69-74 

The Aim of those who Deny the Existence of Sunni Kalarn 76-77 

The First Mutakallim is ‘Alï ibn Abl Talib 77 

The Involvement of the Mujtahid Imams in Kalarn 77-78 

Imam Abü Mansür al-Maturïdï 79-84 

Some of Abü Hanlfa’s Great Contemporaries 84-114 

Al-Hasan al-Basri-Ja‘far al-$adiq-Al-Awza‘ï-Sulyan al- Thawi T— 

Ibn al-Mubarak 


x 



Contents 


The Use of Weak Hadïths in Issues of Morals 114-116 
Abü Hanlfa’s Foresight 116-117 
Sayings of Abü Hanïfa 117-iig 

Insignificance of this World in Comparison to the Hereafter 117 
Hadith Without Fiqh 118 
Respect with the Sa laf 118 

God-Fearing Scrupulousness in Giving Fatwa 118 
Life-Stories of the Learned and Pious 118 
Who are the Awliya ? 1 18 
Thirst for Leadership 11 g 
Forbearance ng 
UnderstandingPriorities lig 
His Sense of Humour 11 g 

MALIK IBN ANAS $. 

The Prophet’s j&Prediction of Imam Malik 121-23 
Abü Hanlfa’s Praise of Malik 123 
Malik’s Reliance on Abü Hanifa 123 
The Muwatta’ 124 

Malik’s Authorities in the Muwatta’ 125 

Malik’s Severity in Verifying Hadith Transmittors 125-26 

The Unreliability of the Righteous 126-134 

AdSensum (riwdyabil-ma‘nd) vs. adLitteram ( bil-lafz) i34-i3g 

Malik’s Alleged Criticism of Ibn Ishaq 140-142 

The Muwatta’ isAll Sahïh F.xcepl lorFour Narrations 143-145 

The Narrators of the Muwatta ’from Malik 145-146 

Major Disciples of Malik 146-153 

Ibn Nafi‘-Ibn al-Qasim-Ibn Wahb-Ashhab-Ibn al- 
Majishün-Asad ibn al-Furat-Ibn ‘Abd al- 
Hakam-Mutarrif-Asbagh-Suhnün 
The “Practice of Madlna” 154-155 
The Sevenjurists ofMadlna 155 

The “Epistle on the Amaloi the People of Madlna” 156-157 
The Spurious “Epistle to al-Rashld” 158 
Sadloï the Hands in Saldi 158 

Malik’s Standing as an Imam of the Sunna 158-15g 
His Trial at the Hand of al-Mansür 15g-160 


XI 



THE FOUR IMAMS & THEIR SCHOOLS 


His Self-Imposed Seclusion 160 
His Marmers and Ethics 161 
His Gravitas ( Hayba ) 162 

His Preference for Ard in Hadith Transmission 162 
His Staunch Defense of Madhhab Differences 162-166 
Sayings of Malik 166-182 
Pious Simple Living 166 
Regress in History 166 
Istiwa’ 167 

“Descent” of Allah Most High 153 

A Weak Report Attributing Location to Allah Most High 169-170 

On Those Who Attribute Organs to Allah Most High 170 

Religious Disputation 170-171 

On Wisdom being Fiqh and a Light 171 

Naiveness a Virtue of Paradise 171-175 

The Precedence ofMeanings Over Wordings 175 

On the Sunna Being the Ark of Salvation 175 

On the RafidlShï‘a 175 

To Say “I Do Not Know” Is Part of Knowledge 176 
On Praiseworthy Kalam 176 

Belief Increases and Consists in Speech and Deeds 176-177 
On Tabarruk (Seeking Blessings Through Relics) 177 
On Shaving the Moustache Being an Innovation 177 
On the Necessity of the Turban for Learned Muslims 178-179 
The Inappropriateness of Asking One’s Age 17g 
On the Priority of Fiqh over Tasawwuf 179 
On the Necessity of CombiningH^/iwith Tasawwuf 179-181 
On the Vision of Allah in the Hereafter 181 

On Tawassid (Using An Intermediary) 181-182 
Malikï FatwaTextbooks and Terminology 182-183 
Malik’sBiographers 183 

AL-SHAFLÏ & 

Al-Shafi‘1 is from the House of the Prophet Jfe 185-186 
Prophetic Hadïths Alluding to Imam al-Shafi‘ï 186-188 
Al-ShafTï’sEarlyYears i8g 
His Early Prowess 189-1 go 


XII 



Contents 


Studies with Malik and Muhammad al-Shaybanï 1 go 

The Yemeni Fitna and Harün al-Rashïd 1 go-1 g 1 

HisDefense of Malik igi-ig2 

His Study of the Hanafï Madhhab 1 g2 

His Move Away from Malik’s Madhhab 1 g3 

His Preference of al-Layth to Malik 1 g3 

The Epistle (al Risala) ig3 

Ibn Mahdi 1 g3-1 g5 

His Taqlïd of the Companions and Successors 1 g5 
Dates of His Trips to Baghdad and Move to Egypt ig5 
Al-Shafi‘ï Reconciled the Schools of Hadith and Fiqh 1 g6 
Most Hadith Masters Follow the Shafi‘1 School 1 g6 
Ibn Hanbal and Yahya al-Qattan’s Praise of al-Shafi‘ï 1 g6-1 g7 
The Superiority of Fiqh over Hadith i 97-205 

Hadith Misguides Those Devoid of Fiqh 1 g8- 200 
The Imams of Hadith Defer to the Imams oïFiqh 200 
Knowledge is not Memorization but a Light 201 

The Hadith of thejurists is Preferable to That of the Non-Jurists 201- 202 
Knowing the Hadith is Different From Practicing It 202 
Understanding the Hadith is Superior to Knowing It 202-23 
Most Hadith Scholars Do Not Possess Intelligence of the Hadith 204 
Not Every Sound Hadith Forms Evidence 204- 205 
Al-ShafiTs TawassulTYiroxign Abü Ham la al I lis Grave 205-206 
His TabarrukWith Ahrnad ibn Hanbal’s Shirt 206 
Al-Shafi‘ï’s “Old”and “New” Schools 206-214 

Al-Buwaytl-Al-Muzanl-Al-Rabï‘-Al-Za‘faranï-Al-Karabïsï- 
Abü Thawr-Yünus ibn ‘Abd al-A‘la 
The Basmala in the Shafi‘1 School 214 
Touch Nullifies Ablution in the Shafi‘1 School 215 
Al-Shafi‘I’s Unique Mastery of the Arabic Language 216 
Interpretation ( Ta’wll) vs. Committal of Meaning ( Tafimd ) 216-217 
Al-HumaydI’s ‘Aqïda 217-2ig 
Al-Shafi‘I and Dialectic Theology ( Kaldvn ) 220 
Definition of the Principles of the Religion (Usül al-Dln) 220 
His Acknowledgment of Sunnl Kaldm 220-222 
Al-Shafi‘ï Possessed Full Mastery of Kalam 222-224 
The Uncreatedness of the Qur’an 2 24 


XIII 



THE FOUR IMAMS & THEIR SCHOOLS 


Three Books Falsely Attributed to the Imam 2 24 
“If the Hadith is Audiëntie, that is my Madhhab” 225-226 
The Hanafï position on taqlld 226 
The Hanbalï position on taqlld 227-229 
Al-Shafi‘1 and Tasawwuf 229-230 

Al-ShafiTs Division of Bid‘a into “Good”and “Bad” 231-233 
His Emphasis on Love of the Prophet jl, and His Family 233-234 
Aphorisms of al-Shafi‘1 235-243 
On the Masters of hadith 235 
Learn fiqh before you lead ol hers 235 
‘Actions count onlyaccording to intentions’ 235 
Earlysigns ofmeritin children 235 
The twomostemphasized sunnaprayers 235-237 
Disbeliefcoexistswith disbelief 238 
Islam is Iman ... 237 

... Butmanincreasesanddecreases 237 
Wise studyisbetter than dhikr and nafl 238-239 
Poverty and servanthood are prerequisites to learning 240 
Reason is experience 240 
Irremediable matters 240 
Self-discipline 240-241 
Never swear oaths 241 
Choosing one’s residence carefully 241 
Choosing one’s companions carefully 241 
Theperilsofwealth 242 
Self-knowledge inures against calumny 242 
Prayerbehind innovators 242-243 
EverybookisflawedexcepttheQur’an 243 
Accepting the Hadith is not optional 243 
His Assiduous Recitation of the Qur’an 243-244 
HisExternalAppearance 244-245 
Later Figures Connected to the Shafi‘1 School 245-299 
Dawüd al-Zahirl-Al-Junayd-Ibn Surayj-Al-Tabarï- 
Ibn Khuzayma-Ibn Hibban-Al-Qaffal-Al-Daraqutnl- 
Al-Hakim-Al-Bayhaql-Qadl Husayn 
Biographies ofal-ShafiT 299-300 


XIV 



Contents 


AHMAD IBN HANBAL 

Imam Ahmad’s Foremost Teachers in Hadith 301-302 
His Teachers in Fiqh: al-Shafi‘1 and the Hanafï Imams 302-303 
His Foremost Leadership in Hadith Memorization 303 
An Authority in Hadith Rather than Fiqhl 303-305 
His Flight from Authorship inJurisprudence 305 
His Godfearing Modesty and Self-Deprecation 306 
His Stringent Criterion for Ijtihad 306 
The Danger of Misusing Hadith 306 
Adviceto Would-Be Writers 306-307 
The Admiration of His Contemporariesfor Him 307 
His Insistence on Written Records in Hadith Narration 307 
Works Relatedfrom the Imam 308-310 
The Persecution ( al-Mihna ) 310-313 
His TarahhumoïAhü Hanlfa Under the Whip 313 
His Respect for Difference of Opinion 313-314 
Some of the Imam’s Contemporaries and Colleagues 314-357 
Bishr al-Hafl-Ibn al-Madlnl-Ibn Sallam-Ibn Abl Shayba-Ibn 
Rahüyah-Al-Bukharl-Are the two Sahïhs 100% sahïh?—Al- 
Athram-Al-MarwazI-Abü Dawüd-Al-Tustaii-Al-Harbl- 
‘ Abd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal 
Later Figures Connected to the Hanball School 358-363 
Al-Kli all al-Al-Bar bah arl-Al-N ajj ad-Ibn B atta- 
Ibn Abl Ya‘la and his father 
Imam Ahmad and Kalam Theology 363-365 
Ibn ‘Asakir’s Fatiua on Kalam 365-366 
Ibn al-Subkl’s Fatwa on Kalam 366 
Al-Shatibï's Fatwa on Kalam 366 
Al-Qushayrï’s Fatwdon Kalam 366-368 
Abü Zahra’s and Other Fativas on Kalam 368-370 
Alimad’s Positions in Kalam: On Istiwa’ 370 
On Allah NotPossessing a Limit ( Hadd) 370-374 
Examples of Alimad’s Ta’imVm the Attributes 374-378 
Alimadlbn Hanbal’s ‘Aqïda and Pseudo-Hanbalï Aqïda 37g 
A contemporary example of this difference 380-383 


xv 



THE FOUR IMAMS & THEIR SCHOOLS 


Ahmad and al-Harith al-Muhasibl 383-386 

ImamAhmad’s Tasawwufand Fond Love ol Sülïs 386-389 

Ahmad Recommended Tawassul in Every Du‘a’ 389 

Ahmad Pracdced Tabarrukor Blessing front Rclics 390-392 

HisMarriages 392 

His Turban and Dress 392-393 

A Reply to Ibn AbT al-Dunya 393 

On Tahajjudïor die Student of Knowledge 393-394 

His Prohibition of Cursing Yazld ibn Mu'awiya 394-395 

On the Term Ummat Muhammad Js. 395 

On Obligatorylmitation ( TaqUd ) in the Religion 395-398 

Those Who Are Imitated in Islam ( al-Muqalladün) 398-403 

Those Wlio Wrote Imam Ahmad’s Biography 403 

Front the Reliance of the Traveller 403-404 

His Meeting with the Prophet Js, in Dreant 404 

A Siddiq 404 

Major Figures of the Late Madhhab 405-408 
Salient Fatwas of Imam Ahmad and his School 408-412 
Desirability ofvisiting the Prophet jfe in Madïna 408 
Desirability of seeking blessing front the Prophet jl, and the 
saints 408-409 

Takbïr upon terminating recitation of the Qur’an 409 
Obligatoriness ofpraying Zuhrd&erJumu‘a 409 
Desirability of pronouncing intendon before all acts of 
worship 410 

Tarawïh prayer is twenty rak ‘as 41 o 
Instructing the dead following burial 410-411 
Reciting the Qur’an over the graves 411-412 

APPENDICES 

The Controversy over the Pronunciation of the Qur’an 413 
The Titles Shaykh al-Islam, Muhaddith, ‘Alim, Amir al-Mu’minïnfil- 
Hadith, and Ahl al-Hadïth 427 

A Concise Sunni Glossary oiFiqh. Hadith, Kalam, and Tasawwuf 446 


XVI 



Contents 


INDICES 

Index Of Qur’anic Verses 476 

Index of Hadïths 477 

Index Nominum 483 

Index Operum 509 

Index of Topics and Arabic Terms 525 

Index of Groups, Sects, and Tribes 532 

Index of Places 533 

Index of Poetry 535 

Bibliography 537 


XVII 



